
Invasive Species  
 
What are Invasive Species?  
Invasive species are plants, animals, or pathogens that are non-native and cause harm. 
Executive order 13112 in 1999 charged all federal departments and agencies to prevent 
and control invasive species and created the National Invasive Species Council (NISC).   
 
How do they harm the environment?  
Some invasive species feed directly on or make ill fish and wildlife. Invasive plant 
pathogens can kill forest trees. Invasive plants shade out other plants. Indirectly, 
invasive species compete for food and space with other species and interfere with their 
growth, reproduction, and development. Invasive species place other species at 
increased risk of extinction.   
 
Do invasive species harm humans? 
Giant hogweed causes blistering and severe skin reactions. Invasive plant pollen 
causes allergic reactions. Imported Red Fire Ants cause painful stings. Additionally, 
pathogens are spread by ticks, insects, and other animal vectors.  
 
What methods are there for removing invasive species? 

1. Mechanical controls use physical methods for removing invasive species.  For 
example cutting down or digging up an exotic plant, physically picking up or trapping 
and removing an unwanted animal species or removing something it needs for its life 
cycle (e.g. removing a pool of standing water needed for a species to breed in).  
Such mechanisms are often very labor intensive and take a long time, and many 
repetitions of the treatment to start to work. 

2. Chemical controls use application of chemicals such as herbicides 
(kill plants) and pesticides (kill animals or prevent them from reproducing) 
to remove invasive species.  Because it is easier to spray something than 
to dig it up, these methods tend to be more practical when working with 
larger populations of invasive species.   

Unfortunately, chemical methods are more difficult to control and don’t 
always target just the invasive species.  These chemicals can spread and 
contaminate other habitats.  If the chemicals are routinely used, the target 
species can develop resistance over time.   

3. Biological control refers to a specific species being released into the environment 
to control an invasive species. It is a chemical-free method and can be 
environmentally friendly. Without proper research and planning, the introduced 
control species can become an invasive species itself!  

What can I do about invasive species? 

 Learn what invasive species are in your area and what is being done about them 
and share your knowledge 

 Remove invasive plants from your land and plant only non-invasive/exotic plants 
in your garden. 

 Volunteer for organized efforts to remove invasive species from natural areas.  


