
Message From The Principal 

 

3/9: Turn Clock For-
ward 1 hour! 
 
3/10: 3rd Gr. FT to 
Smithsonian  
 
3/11: Statewide Tor-
nado Drill; NBC4 Doug 
Kammerer Visits; PTA 
Business Mtg., 3:30p 
 
3/12: LEAP (Loudoun 
Education Alliance of 
Parents ), 7:00pm - 
Admin Bldg 
 
3/15:  Odyssey of 
Mind Tournament, 
Tuscarora HS 
 
3/18:  SEAC (Special 
Education Advisory 
Committee, 7:00pm - 
Admin Bldg 
 
03/19:  MSAAC 
(Minority Student 
Achievement Advisory 
Committee), 7:00pm - 
Admin Bldg 
 
3/21: 4th Gr. FT  Ex-
tended Day FT to Rich-
mond, 6a-6p 
 
03/24-27: Variety 
Show Audition  
2:40 - 4:10 Catoctin 
Elementary School 
Cafeteria  
 
3/28: End of Q3; Spirit 
Day 
 
03/31: Student Holi-
day 
 
4/2-4/3: Used Book 
Sale 
 
4/4-4/5: All County 
Chorus 
 

 

Catoctin Courier J e n n i f e r  R u e c k e r t ,  P r i n c i p a l  

j e n n i f e r . r u e c k e r t @ l c p s . o r g  

B e n j a m i n  C h i e t ,  A s s i s t a n t  P r i n c i p a l  

b e n j a m i n . c h i e t @ l c p s . o r g  

May SOL Testing Schedule 
3rd Grade:    4th Grade:   5th Grade: 

Science 5/12    Reading 5/15   Science 5/13 

Math 5/14    Math 5/19   Reading 5/16 

Reading 5/20-21   VA Studies 5/29  Math 5/22 

History 5/28 

5th Grade Writing SOL Dates: 
All 5th Grade Classes: Multiple Choice Component, March 18 

Creech Direct Writing: March 24 

Hubbard Direct Writing: March 25 

Smith Direct Writing: March 27 

 

All assessments will be administered online.  

Many thanks to the follow-
ing businesses for their gen-

erous support and dona-

tions to the PTA Spaghetti 
Dinner: 

 

Giovanni's 

MELT 

Red, Hot & Blue 

Fireworks 

South Street Under 

Chick-Fil-A 

Noodles & Company 

La Villa Roma 

Target 

Costco Leesburg 

Costco Sterling 

Food Lion 

Harris Teeter Leesburg 

Harris Teeter Purcellville 

Giant Potomac 

Safeway 

Dear Families, 

 

March is certainly coming in like a LION, start-

ing of the first school week with snow days. 

Hopefully, the Farmer’s Almanac is wrong about 

the Nor’easter predicted for March 15-16!  

 

The spaghetti dinner and basket raffle was a 

HUGE hit! Mr. Chiet and I had great fun serving 

our school community a yummy meal, compli-

ments of the generous vendors listed at the left.  

 

We wish the very best of luck to our Odyssey of 

the Mind competitors, and our county spelling 

bee representative, as these students have their 

special competitions coming up later this month. 

Check out their names and competition details 

further in this newsletter.  

 

Stay warm and I look forward to seeing everyone 

in March!                          ~Mrs. Rueckert 
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Our Spring Used Book Sale is coming to Catoctin soon. We will begin to collect books 

for this sale on Monday, March 17th and will continue to collect through Monday, March 31st. Students will 

earn a certificate for a free book for EACH 10 books donated to this sale. If you are doing your spring 

cleaning anytime soon, please think of us as you clean out your home’s bookshelves. Save those un-

wanted books and plan to donate them to Catoctin. Please refer to the chart below for items that we col-

lect and items that we prefer NOT to get, too. Then plan to shop with us--- good books at cheap prices on 

April 2nd and 3rd. 

ITEMS TO BRING ITEMS NOT TO BRING 

  

Children’s hardcover 
books 

Children’s paperback 
books 

Adult hardcover books 

Adult paperback books 

Book and tape sets 

  

Coloring books 

Magazines 

Workbooks to write in 

Textbooks 

Encyclopedias 

Software 

Reader’s Digest Condensed books 

DVDs & VHS tapes 

Torn or damaged books 

Grades K-2 

Happy 109th Birthday, Dr. Seuss! 
Saturday, March 1 @ 2:00 p.m. 
 
My First Book Club reads Luck of 
the Irish by Margaret McNamara 
Tuesday, March 11 @ 4:00 p.m. 
 
St. Patrick’s Day Crafts 
Sunday, March 16 @ 2:00 
 
Mothergoose Science: Air, Air, 
Everywhere 
Thursday, March 20 @ 4:00 p.m. 
Family Scavenger Hunt: Jokes and 
Riddles 
 
Saturday, March 22 from 2:00-4:00 
p.m. (Drop-in) 

Me & My World: Wild Wonderful 
Weather 
 
Tuesday, March 25 @ 4:00 p.m.  
Good Bug, Bad Bug presented by 
Loudoun County Master Gardeners 
Thursday, March 27 @ 4:00 p.m. 
Butterflies and Moths 
 
Saturday, March 29 @ 2:00 p.m.  

Grades 3-5 

Book Bytes Genre Book Club discuss-
es books with female main characters  
Sunday, March 9 @ 2:00 p.m. 
 
Go! Go! Green!: Global Warming 
Thursday, March 13 @ 4:00 p.m. 
Parts of a Plant presented by Loudoun 
County Master Gardeners 

Saturday, March 15 @ 2:00 p.m. 
 
St. Patrick’s Day Crafts 
Sunday, March 16 @ 2:00 
 
Family Scavenger Hunt: Jokes and Rid-
dles 
Saturday, March 22 from 2:00-4:00 p.m. 
(Drop-in) 
 
Magic Lies Outside: Amazing Places in 
Northern VA 
Saturday, March 22 @ 3:00 
 
Good Bug, Bad Bug presented by 
Loudoun County Master Gardeners 
Thursday, March 27 @ 4:00 p.m. 
 
 Hope to see you at the library soon. Have 
a happy March! 
Mrs. Robertson, Librarian  

At the Rust Library during March  …….programs for children or families include: 
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Discovering and Expanding Interests 
 

The National Association for Gifted Children (NAGC) publishes numerous 

articles of interest both to educators and parents concerning all facets of gifted children and their edu-

cation.  One of the most common topics concerns how to keep children challenged.  Parents often 

wonder if their child is being challenged sufficiently in school, but a recent article on the NAGC web-

site (http://nagc.org/index.aspx?id=967) explores the multi-dimensionality of that topic. 

The article states that parents must be their child’s first “teacher.”  Parents must nurture an attitude of 

curiosity and exploration in children in order for children to be able to see the benefit in exploring new 

subjects, ideas, and activities.  “In a study of parental influence in female U.S. Olympians, we learned 

how important it is for children to receive multiple opportunities to try a variety of activities.  One of the 

most powerful roles the parents played for these elite athletes was that of ‘opportunity maker’."   

In order for children to realize their full potential as learners, they must be exposed to multiple oppor-

tunities.  Parents do not need to be experts themselves in a particular field of study or proficient them-

selves at a particular activity, but they must be willing to allow children to experience a variety of ac-

tivities at which the child may fail or may succeed.  It is only in experimentation that children will find 

their true interests.   

One of the female Olympians explained that “both my mother and father were really great about sniff-

ing out the opportunities and laying them in front of us, saying maybe this is something that you kids 

would like to do. They would scour newspapers, fliers, whatever, and they would make different 

things available. …Now when I see an opportunity I'm not afraid to try it. Maybe I don't know anything 

about it, but I'll go out and give it a try.” 

How does this relate to keeping a child interested in school, feeling excited about learning, and hav-

ing the motivation to pursue his/her interests?  It is certainly true that there are certain areas in school 

that are not in themselves particularly interesting.  If, however, you link a child’s interests to those 

subjects, and if you help the child understand that he/she is gaining the tools which will help him/her 

continue to learn about those interests, school subjects which previously seemed somewhat uninter-

esting can become stepping stones to mastering the child’s own goals. Help your child connect 

school to the achievement of his/her own goals.  A child who is working toward the accomplishment 

of his/her own goals will welcome the challenge of school, whatever the subject may be! 

A child’s interests and enthusiasms provide a natural springboard to learning.  Educator/philosopher 

John Dewey believed that a child could receive a complete education through the careful guidance of 

his/her interests:  "To be interested, to be absorbed in, wrapped up in, carried away by some object…

We say of an interested person that he has both lost himself in some affair and he has found himself 

in it." --Dewey, 1916 

As a challenge this spring, help your child both lose him/herself and find her/himself in some new ar-

ea of interest.  Get out there and start exploring! 

http://nagc.org/index.aspx?id=967
http://schools.clipart.com/search/close-up?oid=3804607&q=march&s=1&a=c&cid=&fic=0&k_mode=all&k_exc=&q_jpeg=1&q_gif=1&q_color=1&q_bw=1&q_eps=1&q_wmf=1&q_psd=1&q_png=1&date=&pubid=&isadv=1
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The Standards of Learning for music education are varied and great.  Our students work on accom-

plishing these standards throughout the year through many activities.  March is also Music in Our 

Schools Month.  It is a month in which we celebrate having music education in our schools and re-

flect on its importance to the growth and development of school children.  Please take some time this 

month to do something musical with your child!  Our composer of the month for March is Aaron Cop-

land.  All students will be learning about his life and music in music class, as well as listening to mu-

sic composed by his.  1st grade will be putting so and mi on the music staff and singing some songs 

about Australia.  2
nd

 grade is learning about instruments in the orchestra.  3
rd

 grade is continuing 

learning how to read music on the treble clef staff and singing partner songs. 4th and 5th grades are 

composing their own songs on the recorder and performing them in class.  All grade levels will con-

tinue to learn about notes and rhythms, which they practice every day.  

Mrs. Olejer 

Music - Worth News From Ms. Olejer 

During the month of March, all teachers will be reading aloud to 
their classes The One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate.  The 
purpose of a school wide read aloud is to create a shared reading 
experience within a school community.  Each classroom will be read-

ing the same pages each day, therefore, creating a community discussion within grade levels, all sub-
ject areas, and at home.  The Catoctin website will have the reading calendar posted in case you 
want to follow along at home.  At the end of the month, we will be having two raffles.  The first 
raffle will be for each classroom.  One student in each class will receive a copy of the book to take 
home for his/her personal collection.  The second raffle will be for all Catoctin students.  Three stu-
dents will receive the stuffed animal characters that will be on display in the front showcase 
throughout the month of March.   
Here are two websites that you might want to take a look at to further explain this program and 
fantastic book.   
http://readtothem.org/our-programs/one-school-one-book/ 
http://theoneandonlyivan.com/ 
Thank you to all PTA members for supporting the community read aloud.  We couldn’t do it with-
out you. 

http://readtothem.org/our-programs/one-school-one-book/
http://theoneandonlyivan.com/
http://schools.clipart.com/search/close-up?oid=3788341&q=gorilla&s=1&a=c&cid=&fic=0&k_mode=all&k_exc=&q_jpeg=1&q_gif=1&q_color=1&q_bw=1&q_eps=1&q_wmf=1&q_psd=1&q_png=1&date=&pubid=&isadv=1
http://schools.clipart.com/search/close-up?oid=3788341&q=gorilla&s=1&a=c&cid=&fic=0&k_mode=all&k_exc=&q_jpeg=1&q_gif=1&q_color=1&q_bw=1&q_eps=1&q_wmf=1&q_psd=1&q_png=1&date=&pubid=&isadv=1


Counselor’s Corner — M. Lotz 
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Did you know there are different types of bullying? Catoctin students have been learning 
about 3 types of bullying: physical bullying, social/emotional bullying, and cyber bullying.  
Social/emotional bullying is often referred to as Relational Aggression. Relational aggression 
is the covert use of relationships as weapons to inflict emotional pain. Relational aggression 
encompasses behaviors that harm others by damaging, threatening to damage, or manipulat-
ing one's relationships with his/her peers, or by injuring one's feelings of social acceptance. 
 
Examples of relational aggression include: 
 
rumor spreading 
secret-divulging 
alliance-building 
backstabbing 
ignoring 
excluding from social groups and activities 
verbally insulting 
using hostile body language (i.e., eye-rolling and smirking)
making fun of someone’s clothes or appearance 
bumping into someone on purpose 
using personal websites and instant messaging to spread rumors about classmates 
 
Many of these behaviors are quite common in friendships (especially with girls), but when they 
occur repeatedly to one particular victim, they constitute bullying. Studies show that relational 
and other nonphysical forms of aggression are just as harmful as physical bullying to a stu-
dent's ability to learn, grow and succeed. If your student reports relational aggression or any 
other type of bullying to you or if you have any other questions or concerns please contact Mr. 
Lotz at 571-252-2940 or George.Lotz@lcps.org. 
 

Did you know that there are tons of educational resources available to your students 
from our Catoctin Elementary website?  

Check it all out here! 
http://www.lcps.org/domain/5940 
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Catoctin has the honor of displaying art work at the LCPS Administrative Building in Ashburn.  

Our students’ work is on the 5th floor between rooms 505 and 532.  The wonderful artists that 

are representing Catoctin are Eleanor Fox, Ella Malloy, Lauren Cleveland, Dominick Frederico, 

Abigail Costello, Caitlin Robinson, Andrea Watson, Sam Shaw, Katie Khosrovi, Jordan Michlo-

witz, Hugh McAulay, Rachel Kelly, Nate Pearsall, Sarah Klein, Kylie Carr, Kaylynn Breland, 

Katie Echeverria, Natalia Rodriguez Gonzalez , Hadly Graves, Catey Goodrum, Makao Miller, 

Aidan Bokel, Coro Eddy, Maya Segura, and Audrey Arzaga.  These students will also have 

their work on display on the Catoctin website along with Emma Healy and Jane Fox. The esti-

mated time for the work to be on the Catoctin website is March 7.  Kylie Carr’s work was select-

ed from the group to be displayed on the district’s website during the month of March.   

Once again, thank you for supporting your children’s artistic endeavors and the Catoctin Art 

program. 

Fitness Matters 
Mr. Shepard 
Mr. Harris 

We are extremely excited to be having another great year in Physical Education. We 
are finished our second quarter and have covered a lot of great things with your wonderful 
students. This month we will be covering scoops, cricket, and volleyball. We also will continue 
incorporating muscles. Once again, we are very excited and enthused about Physical Educa-
tion.  

I feel humbled and honored to have the job I have. I love working with the students. I 
hope that they will bring some of the activities and knowledge of healthy practices home with 
them. If you have any questions/concerns or are interested in helping out at Field Day feel 
free to call or email. As always, thank you for all of your support, time, and effort. It is always 
appreciated! 
  
Will Shepard 
Physical Education Teacher  
Catoctin Cardinals 
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Catoctin Elementary 1st and 2nd grade students are in for a real treat!  In lieu of our regular Weather and 

Water Cycle AIMS session this March, we are honored to welcome a special guest speaker.   NBC 4’s 

Chief Meteorologist, Mr. Doug Kammerer will be discussing the science behind the weather in Pod 1 on 

Tuesday, March 11th from 12:30 - 1:30 p.m.  Let’s all give him a warm Cardinal welcome!      

 

AIMS stands for “Activities Integrating Math and Science.”  It began as a project 
of Fresno Pacific College to integrate math and science in grades K-9.  It is now 

a continuing program of the non-profit AIMS Education Foundation.  It is 

based on the concept that science, math, language arts, social studies, etc. are 
interwoven in the real world and that they should treated as such in the class-
room. 
 
Catoctin Elementary School provides this supplemental program to all first and 
second graders 
Volunteers (parents) offer hands on experiments and demonstration to facilitate 
what is being taught in the classrooms 
Seven lessons are provided over the course of the year:  habitats, seasonal chang-

es, matter, force and energy (magnets), weather & the water cycle, life cycles & earth day, and plants 
Each class is divided into 3 small groups to provide valuable hands on learning/activities     

 
If you are interested in becoming a parent volunteer for AIMS, please contact Gloria George at 
ggeo07@gmail.com. 

Hopefully Mr. Kammerer will bring us better weather after his visit!!!!! 
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What Can Parents do to promote 
Reading Fluency at home? 

 

 

 Reading and rereading, or “Repeated Reading” of easy 

books, is a great way to build your child’s fluency. Have 

your child choose a favorite book and read it 2 or 3 

times. 

 Model Fluency by reading aloud to your child.  Make sure 

to use expression when you are reading. 

 ECHO reading helps build fluency.  You read a phrase or 

sentence aloud to model fluency.  Your child then reads 

the same phrase or sentence like an echo. 

 Poetry and nursery rhymes can be used to practice fluen-

cy.  Take turns with your child reading a short poem or 

nursery rhyme until he or she can read it fluently. 

 Review basic sight words with your child to make sure 

that he or she knows these words automatically. Knowing 

these common words on sight will help improve your 

child’s reading accuracy and rate.  For lists of basic sight 

words and online sight word review games, visit the 

Learning Abilities Books website:  http://www.gate.net/

~labooks/Dolchflash.html 

 Set aside reading practice time every day.  Even five 

minutes of reading fluency practice will help develop your 

child’s reading fluency.   

http://www.gate.net/~labooks/Dolchflash.html
http://www.gate.net/~labooks/Dolchflash.html
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February Cardinals of the Week 
Every student at Catoctin is expected to be Respectful, Responsible and 

Ready at all times. When teachers notice students demonstrating the 3 R’s, 

they may reward that student with a red Cardinal Cash ticket!  

Every week, one student per class who has earned a Cardinal Cash ticket is 

selected to be the Cardinal of the Week!  

Cardinals of the Week are recognized during the morning announcements, 

receive a certificate & wristband, and have their names added to the PBIS 

display located between Pods 2 & 3. 

Congratulations to all of the students who were selected during the month of February! 

Kindergarten 
Aliyah Holland-Green 
Angie Flores-Salazar 
Avery Wooten 
Cam Sheetz 
Carolyn Snead 
Chris Yanes Amaya 
Emily Perez 
Kennie Hernandez 
Layla Wright 
Lily Goodwin 
Mckenzie Thomas 
Nathan Martinez 
Nicky Cyrwus  
Spencer Rahim 
Victoria Becker 
 
First Grade 
Brooklyn Benedicto 
Caroline VanEpps 
Ella Molloy 
Emma Chau 
Ethan Farres 
Katy Stehney 
Lauren Cleveland 
Matthew Walsh 
Quin Miller 
Salem Schonitzer 
Salem Schonitzer  
Silas Bates 
Stephanie Hernandez 
Taylor Fedor 
Will Senger 

Xavier Russell 

Second Grade 
Abby Chinn 
Bella Kusnetz 
Chloe Beal 
Chris Baly 
Christopher Tillhman 
Dalton Butcher 
David Craven 
Ershat Erkin 
Helena Calloway-Jones 
Jaden Fasen 
Joseph O'Connor 
Katherine Garvey 
Kimberly Hernandez Cruz 
Lotem Ben Noon 
Maria Lara-Rodriguez 
Noah Stultz 
Patrick George 
Ruby Zeiter Gherst 
Sam Holsted 
 
Third Grade 
Alexa Sison 
Alexander Stern 
Anna Mercado 
Daniel Basil-Barker 
David Rios 
Eli Rethy 
Jasmin Villeda 
Jonathon Sheppard 
Kalia Salifou 
Kate Morrison 
Nate Pearsall 
Sophie Bauer 

 
Fourth Grade 
Alec Baly 
Alice Tawil 
Denis Perez 
Edwin VanRoekel 
Eleanor Fox 
Gabriel Umana Aleman 
Haley Dale 
Keith Inman-Ryan 
Sydney Wooten 
 
Fifth Grade 
Abigail Costello 
Emma Fox 
Emma Rethy 
Grant Cappo 
Jackson Chinn 
Jasmine Schoch 
Jonathan Rojo-Resendiz 
Kylie Carr 

Marquis Timberlake 
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Students must be in their 

classrooms by 7:50 ready to 

learn. Otherwise, they will 

be marked “tardy.”  

Excessive tardies will be 

referred to the Attendance 

Officer.  

FROM THE DESK OF THE ATTENDANCE SECRETARY 

AN IMPORTANT REMINDER 

 

If your child is going to be absent, please remember to call the  

absentee line, 571-252-2941, to report his/her absence. If your child 

is going to be LATE to school, it is the parent’s responsibility to 

park the car and escort the student into the office to obtain a tardy 

pass. Please do not send your child into the building unescorted. 

This is the law.  

 

When taking your child to the doctor/dentist, please don’t forget  

to get a doctor’s note.   
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